
1 Wed Readings December 5 2018 The Transforming Gift of Gratitude 

Hymns 

Hymn. 42:1   

Come, Thou all-transforming Spirit,  

Bless the sower and the seed;  

Let each heart Thy grace inherit;  

Raise the weak, the hungry feed;  

From the Gospel, from the Gospel  

Now supply Thy people's need. 

 

Hymn. 3:1-4, 430:1-4  

A grateful heart a garden is,  

Where there is always room  

For every lovely, Godlike grace  

To come to perfect bloom. 

 

Hymn. 565:1  Rise up and walk, take up your bed.  

With these few words the sickness fled.  

Stretch forth your hand. Receive your sight.  

Jesus' commands reveal God's might.  

You are God's purpose, His great design.  

Beautiful, blameless, His child divine.  

Holding your thought to the good and the true,  

Spirit will form you anew. 

 

Holy Bible 

1. II Cor. 5:16-19  Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have 

known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.  

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all 

things are become new.  

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us 

the ministry of reconciliation;  

To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 

unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation. 

 

2. Luke 7:36-48  And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And he went into 

the Pharisee's house, and sat down to meat.  

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in 

the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment,  

And stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to wash his feet with tears, and did wipe 

them with the hairs of her head, and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment.  

Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if 

he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth him: 

for she is a sinner.  

And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto thee. And he saith, 

Master, say on.  



There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the 

other fifty.  

And when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them 

will love him most?  

Simon answered and said, I suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And he said unto him, 

Thou hast rightly judged.  

And he turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest thou this woman? I entered into thine 

house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped 

them with the hairs of her head.  

Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in hath not ceased to kiss my feet.  

My head with oil thou didst not anoint: but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment.  

Wherefore I say unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to 

whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.  

And he said unto her, Thy sins are forgiven. 

 

3. Ps. 69:30 I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with thanksgiving. 

 

4. Ps. 100:1-5  Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all ye lands.  

Serve the Lord with gladness: come before his presence with singing.  

Know ye that the Lord he is God: it is he that hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his 

people, and the sheep of his pasture.  

Enter into his gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and 

bless his name.  

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth endureth to all generations. 

 

5. Col. 3:14-16  And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye are called in one 

body; and be ye thankful.  

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one another in 

psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 

 

6. Rom. 12:2  And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 

mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. 

 

7. I Thess. 5:15-19  See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is 

good, both among yourselves, and to all men.  

Rejoice evermore.  

Pray without ceasing.  

In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 

 

8. II Cor. 3:17-18  Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.  

But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the same 

image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

 

Science and Health with Key to the Scriptures 

1. SH 241:13-14  The Bible teaches transformation of the body by the renewal of Spirit. 

2. SH 201:7-9 Truth makes a new creature, in whom old things pass away and “all things are 

become new.” 



3. SH 62:22  The divine Mind, which forms the bud and blossom, will care for the human body, even 

as it clothes the lily; but let no mortal interfere with God's government by thrusting in the laws of 

erring, human concepts. 

4. SH 518:19-21  Love giveth to the least spiritual idea might, immortality, and goodness, which 

shine through all as the blossom shines through the bud. 

5. SH 506:18  Spirit, God, gathers unformed thoughts into their proper channels, and unfolds these 

thoughts, even as He opens the petals of a holy purpose in order that the purpose may appear. 

 

6. SH 596:25 Christian Science, contradicting sense, maketh the valley to bud and blossom as the 

rose. 

7. SH 240:27-14  In trying to undo the errors of sense one must pay fully and fairly the utmost 

farthing, until all error is finally brought into subjection to Truth. The divine method of paying sin's 

wages involves unwinding one's snarls, and learning from experience how to divide between 

sense and Soul.  

“Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth.”   

 

8. SH 201:17-18  The way to extract error from mortal mind is to pour in truth through flood-tides of 

Love. 

9. SH 264:10  We must look where we would walk, and we must act as possessing all power from 

Him in whom we have our being. 

10. SH 213:3  Of a man it has been said, “As he thinketh in his heart, so is he;” hence as a man 

spiritually understandeth, so is he in truth. 

 

11. SH 19:1,6  It was therefore Christ's purpose to reconcile man to God, not God to man.  

 

Jesus aided in reconciling man to God by giving man a truer sense of Love, the divine Principle of 

Jesus' teachings, and this truer sense of Love redeems man from the law of matter, sin, and death 

by the law of Spirit, — the law of divine Love. 
 

12. SH 20:3-8  He at last paid no homage to forms of doctrine or to theories of man, but acted and 

spake as he was moved, not by spirits but by Spirit.  

To the ritualistic priest and hypocritical Pharisee Jesus said, “The publicans and the harlots go into 

the kingdom of God before you.” 

 

13. SH 367:10 This is what is meant by seeking Truth, Christ, not “for the loaves and fishes,” nor, like 

the Pharisee, with the arrogance of rank and display of scholarship, but like Mary Magdalene, 

from the summit of devout consecration, with the oil of gladness and the perfume of gratitude, 

with tears of repentance and with those hairs all numbered by the Father. 

 

14. SH 362:7-12  Heedless of the fact that she was debarred from such a place and such society, 

especially under the stern rules of rabbinical law, as positively as if she were a Hindoo pariah 

intruding upon the household of a high-caste Brahman, this woman (Mary Magdalene, as she has 

since been called) approached Jesus. 

 

15. SH 363:10-26  Knowing what those around him were saying in their hearts, especially his host, — 

that they were wondering why, being a prophet, the exalted guest did not at once detect the 

woman's immoral status and bid her depart, — knowing this, Jesus rebuked them with a short 

story or parable. He described two debtors, one for a large sum and one for a smaller, who were 

released from their obligations by their common creditor. “Which of them will love him most?” 



was the Master's question to Simon the Pharisee; and Simon replied, “He to whom he forgave 

most.” Jesus approved the answer, and so brought home the lesson to all, following it with that 

remarkable declaration to the woman, “Thy sins are forgiven.”  

Why did he thus summarize her debt to divine Love? Had she repented and reformed, and did his 

insight detect this unspoken moral uprising?  

 

16. SH 364:8-19  Which was the higher tribute to such ineffable affection, the hospitality of the 

Pharisee or the contrition of the Magdalen? This query Jesus answered by rebuking self-

righteousness and declaring the absolution of the penitent. He even said that this poor woman 

had done what his rich entertainer had neglected to do, — wash and anoint his guest's feet, a 

special sign of Oriental courtesy.  

Here is suggested a solemn question, a question indicated by one of the needs of this age. Do 

Christian Scientists seek Truth as Simon sought the Saviour, through material conservatism and 

for personal homage? 

 

17. SH 364:25  On the other hand, do they show their regard for Truth, or Christ, by their genuine 

repentance, by their broken hearts, expressed by meekness and human affection, as did this 

woman? If so, then it may be said of them, as Jesus said of the unwelcome visitor, that they 

indeed love much, because much is forgiven them. 

18. SH 568:1 Innocence and Truth overcome guilt and error. 

19. SH 582:9  Renewal of affections; self-offering; an improved state of mortal mind; the introduction 

of a more spiritual origin; a gleam of the infinite idea of the infinite Principle; a spiritual type; that 

which comforts, consoles, and supports. 

20. SH 2:16-17  Goodness attains the demonstration of Truth. 

21. SH 213:11  Every step towards goodness is a departure from materiality, and is a tendency 

towards God, Spirit. Material theories partially paralyze this attraction towards infinite and eternal 

good by an opposite attraction towards the finite, temporary, and discordant. 

22. SH 425:24-26  Correct material belief by spiritual understanding, and Spirit will form you anew. 

23. SH 29:30-32  Man as the offspring of God, as the idea of Spirit, is the immortal evidence that 

Spirit is harmonious and man eternal. 

24. SH 288:27-2  Science reveals the glorious possibilities of immortal man, forever unlimited by the 

mortal senses. The Christ-element in the Messiah made him the Way-shower, Truth and Life.  

The eternal Truth destroys what mortals seem to have learned from error, and man's real 

existence as a child of God comes to light. Truth demonstrated is eternal life. 

25. SH 573:13-18  Accompanying this scientific consciousness was another revelation, even the 

declaration from heaven, supreme harmony, that God, the divine Principle of harmony, is ever 

with men, and they are His people. Thus man was no longer regarded as a miserable sinner, but 

as the blessed child of God. 

26. SH 4:17-22  Simply asking that we may love God will never make us love Him; but the longing to 

be better and holier, expressed in daily watchfulness and in striving to assimilate more of the 

divine character, will mould and fashion us anew, until we awake in His likeness. 

27. SH 264:28  When we learn the way in Christian Science and recognize man's spiritual being, we 

shall behold and understand God's creation, — all the glories of earth and heaven and man. 

 

 

 


